SCORPIO! SO HE'S GETTING READY 
TO SET HIS CAP FOR MORE VICTIMS, 
NOW THAT HE'S RUINED 


I THOUGHT BANKERS 
WERE HARD-HEADED 
BUSINESSMEN, BRUCE, 
BUT HERE'S AN 


SEEMS TO HAVE A 
DIFFERENT OPINION / 


A CLEVER SCHEMER, 
THAT SCORPIO.’ PLAYS ON 
THE GREED OF RICH MEN 
WHO ARE SLUPERSTITIOUS. 


/ 4 MUST 
BE CLEVER 
TO HAVE 
DUPED 
BYHAM! 


LATER... A NIQUE C. 
STREAKS THROUGH 
DARK STREETS OF 
OTHAM CITY— THE. 
TMOGILE ,4.. 


HE 


GEORGE BYHAM, THE 
BANKER...” 
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WAS A FOOL TO 

E USED THE BANKS 
FUNDS TRYING TO GET. 
RICHER / WHICH REMINDS 
ME, DICK, BYHAM’S DUE FOR 
A MSIL FROM BATMAN 


AND ROBIN.’ ~ | 
‘M READY! BUT 


Y . 
SINCE HIS GUILT 


AS TO HOW WE CAN 
CATCH THAT SLIPPERY 
SCORPIO WITH THE 


RESIDENCE OF GEORGE 


WITH ALL YOUR MIGHT IT WAS A 
OF GOLD? IF SUCH HAS 


A =~ 
FANCIFUL DREAM COMES TRUE, WHEN 
BATMAN AND ROBIN MEET THEIR 
STRANGEST OPPONENT OF ALL TIME — 
SINISTER SCORPIO, PRACTITIONER OF 
THE BLACK ARTS, WHO BLENDS SCIENCE 
WITH SORCERY TO PRODUCE MIR, 


—~ane 


GEORGE BYHAM IS INDEED SLEEPLESS TONIGHT— NY 
BUT WHAT STRANGE WORK IS THIS TO OCCUPY A 

BANKER'S Time 2 

% 


BUT IF IT SUCCEEDS, I SHALL 
YET BE THE RICHEST AND 
MOST POWERFUL MAN 
™~W IN THE WORLD, AND MY 
MY LAST \ D NAME WILL ECHO THROUGH 
CHANCE! IF THE THE AGES’ 
R EXPERIMENT FAILS otter 
( THIS TIME, ALLS AP oN 
Lost! 
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ANOTHER FAILURE 
THAT’S THE STORY OF 
My LIFE, AND My, 


BuT I CAN STILL ESCAPE 
OBITUARY! EVERY- 


THE CROWNING INDIGNITY! IVS THE ONLY WAY.’ 
THEY CAN'T SEND ME TO THERE'S NO UNDOING 
PRISON UNLESS I KEEP 


WHAT VE DONE, AND 
ON LIVING.’ NO_TIME TO START 
LIFE OVER AGAIN, 


SUDDENLY... 


TO KEEP YOU FROM 
ONE TINY MOVEMENT BEING A BIGGER FOOL 
OF ONE FINGER, , 
ANO— WHAT.“.. 


WHY DIDN'T YOU LET 
ME END ITALL 
WHAT GOOD WiLL 
1T DO FOR ME To 
GO TO PRISON? 
THE MONEY I 
STOLE 1S GONE, 
AND I CAN 
NEVER REPLACE 
ITs 


COULD THAT 
MAN HAVE 
CALLED 

HIMSELF — 

SCORPIO 2 MY OWN LIFE, 

BuT THE LIVES 

OF MY FRIENDS 

AND FAMILY.’ 


YLL DO ITY IF HELL RETURN 
EVEN A PART OF THE 
MONEY, IT WILL HELP 

SQUARE THINGS AT THE 


\F YOU CAN HELP US 
APPREHEND THIS MAN, 
IT MAY GO EASIER. 


WE THOUGHT 
MAYBE YOU 
WERE THE 
VICTIM OF 
SOMEONE 
HIGHER 
ws Teue! 
A MAN 
BETRAYED 
ME—CHEATED 
ME! 


WHY NOT GO To 
SCORPIO, TELL HIM 
THE MESS YOURE 
IN, AND MAKE HIM 
HELP YOu Our o} 
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AND THAT'S WHAT 
FJ] YOU WERE TRYING 
TO DOS 
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VD FEEL A LOT BETTER IF BATMAN 
AND ROBIN WERE WITH ME- BUTI 
CAN'T RISK LETTING THEM _INTO 

STORPIO'S SECRETS! THAT FIEND 
IS QUITE CAPABLE OF CARRYING 
A OUT ALL HIS THREATS,’ 


PAST CITY LIMITS AND SUBURBS, INTO WILD MOUN-| 
TAIN COUNTRY, DRIVES THE DESPERATE BANKER- 
TILL THE MOONLIGHT OUTLINES A WEIRD CASTLE 


TOPPING A BARREN 
PEAK! 


Wi THERE IT IS- 
LUNA CASTLE, 
ON THE MOUNTAIN 


OF THE MOON! 
(T WAS THE UN~ 
LUCKIEST DAY OF 
MY LIFE WHEN 
IFIRST LAID, 
EYES ON IT- 


MY MAGIC NEVER FAILS / 
{T_ WAS YOU WHO FAILED, 
BECAUSE YOU WERE 
STUPID- AND NOW You 
WOULD TELL THE WORLD 
YOU WERE CHEATED’ 


SEEMINGLY WITHOUT HUMAN AGENCY, THE 
MASSIVE DOORS SWING OPEN BEFORE THE 
FEARFUL VISITOR. 
THOSE AWFUL, SILENT 
FIGURES AGAIN.’ I STILL 
DON'T KNOW WHETHER 
THEY'RE MEN OR ROBOTS- 


THE EXPERIMENT FAILED,! 
VM RUINED,’ PLL BE 
SENT TO PRISON 
AND— 


I KNOW YOU WILL NOT SPEAK, 
BECAUSE I WILL SILENCE SOu 
FOREVER J... THROW HIM IN 


OH, WHY DIDN'T THEY LET 
ME KILL MYSELF AS 
I WANTED 1O 4.. 


THINGS LOOK DARK INDEED FOR BYHAM... BUT I HATE TO LEAVE THE 
WHAT EERIE. SHAPE IS THIS, FLITTING ACROSS | | BATPLANE HOVERING 
THE FACE OF THE MOON @... A GOOD NI | LIKE THIS WITH NO § 


THING WE DECIDED 
TO FOLLOW HIM 
IN THE GATPLANE, 


ROBIN. 


THIS CASTLE / IT’S 
SUPPOSED TO HAVE BEEN 
DESERTED EVER. SINCE THE 
DEATH OF THE CRAZY 
MILLIONAIRE WHO BUILT 
IT, YEARS AGO! 


THEY WANT TO 
GIVE _US A WARM 
GREETING—BUT , 
NOT IN WORDS. 


OH) Ons A 
RECEPTION t Ri 
COMMITTEE! EVEN WARMER 


ONE / 


KY 


A THIRD ENEMY, LURKING IN THE SHAD- 
OWS, REACH FOR A LEVER... 


WHY DON’T YOu 
SAY SOMETHING 
CAT GOT YOuR 
TONGUE ? 


DOWN, DOWN TUMBLE THE TRAPPED 


HEROES, THROUGH A CORKSCREW 
cHuTe ? 


WHEW! Tut: 
ISNT MY IDEA 
OF FUN’ 


ME HALF AS MUCH 
AS WHAT WILL HAP- 
PEN WHEN WE GET 


A THOUSAND WE FOLLOWED I TAUGHT HIM MIRACLES THAT 
APOLOGIES S GEORGE BYHAM HERE! \\ WOULD MAKE HIM RICH / SCOFF 
MEN THOUGHT You ) E'S IN SERIOUS TROUBLE,) IF YOU LIKE=BUT IFT PROVE 
WERE PROWLERS—{ AND WE SUSPECT YOU J THAT THE MIRACLES WERE GEN- 
BUT I HAD <UCAN HELP HIM? UINE, WiLL YOU ADMIT THAT HIS 
NO IDEA IT f/T TAKE IT Vy TROUBLES ARE HIS 
WAS You YORE HISTROUBLE (S_; OWN FAULT? 
SCORPIO,THE ] OF HIS OWN MAKING! 3 
ALCHEMIST 2 Aff T TAUGHT HIM CERTAIN QI FAIR ENOUGH— 
THINGS FOR A PRICE — BUT CONVINCE US 
BUT THAD NO IDEA HE First.’ 
STOLE TO PAY ME/ 


WELL, ROGER 
GASTON, THE WORRYING, 
HERE IS ANOTHER OF MY PLIPILS, INVESTMENT GASTON IF I 
PERFORMING AN EXPERIMENT BROKER’ 

WITH COMMON CLAY, GLASS, 
PS AND A LUMP OF COAL! 


, JHE WILL KEEP 
2 YOU K OUR SECRET, 
GUARANTEED 
THAT MY CON- 
NECTION WITH 
You WOULD 
NEVER. BE 
KNOWN ! 


I WILL DEMONSTRATE. LOOK 
CLOSELY! CONCENTRATE J! IN 
A MOMENT YOu WILL SEE 
A RARE GEM CREATED 
FROM A COMMON 


. YM CONVINCED 
SUS (THAT THE CRUCIBLE 
STONE / » y \S EMPTY! UNCUCK- 
THE SMELL OF Boy Xu 
THAT VAPOR— IT’S 


ARE YOU CONVINCED, 


KZ 


YOURE A CROOK, SscoRPIO! 
YOU MAKE YOUR ViCTIMS BE- THAT NEVER. FAILS TO SILENCE 
UEVE IN YOUR. MAGIC BY THE SKEPTICAL J... TAKE HIM 
HYPNOTIZING THEM- THEN DOWN TO THE DUNGEON WITH 
THEY BEG, BORROW OR STEAL THE OTHER ONE, ANDI wilt 
TO PAY YOU FOR PHONEY GET RID OF bom 1 OF. THEM 


BUT THE BOY WONDER |S STILL A VICTIM OF 
SCOR.PIC’S HYPNOSIS.’ 


BELIEVE IN MY MAGIC, 
ROBIN YOu KNOW L 


THE TURRET— 
< LULON'T 
CAN PERFORM ANY , i 2 
KIND OF MIRACLE, ij Zz I 


OF Course! DIDN'T 
I SEE THE JEWEL s, 


MEANWHILE, IN A ROOM NEAR THE BASE 
OF THE TOWER... 


BATMAN/... SO 
THE FIEND HAS GOT You, 
TOO.’ NOW NEITHER OF 
US HAS A GHOST, 
OF A CHANCE / 


BATMAN, \’M SORRY I FOR. BARS.’ ANYONE LEAV- A THIN SILKEN NOOSE WRITHES 
GOT YOU INTO THIS, IF ] ING THAT WAY WOULD DROP OUT OF THE DUNGEON WINDOW 
SCORPIO KILLS YOu, HUNDREDS OF FEET TO BENEATH THE HURTLING FORM 
TLL BE A TERRIFIC , JAGGED ROCKS / OF A BOY-AND A SPLIT 
LOSS TO THE WORLD: 

AND UPABOVE~ WHAT,’ 


ROBIN’! GREAT SCOTT- I'VE 
NOT IF I CAN HELP GOT TO MOVE FASTER THAN 
IT, BYHAM! HMMM— _ VE EVER MOVED IN MY 
NO H LIFE BEFORE / 


WAKING LIP AT LAST, TWO TINY PHIALS AND MIXES THEIR, 
EH YOUVE JUST HAD CONTENTS... 
THE REALEST NIGHTMARE I THINK WE 
OF YOUR LIFE / BATMAN. Y CAN! SCORPIO 
BDO You MAY BE AN 
THINK WE ALCHEMIST, BUT 
CAN BREAK \ VM SOMETHING 
OF A SURE-ENOUGH 
CHEMIST! 


ey FROM HIS LITILITY BELT, BATMAN TAKES 


OH, OW! 
WE'RE GOING 
TO HAVE, 
FIREWORKS. 


I COULD DEVISE AMORE 
INTERESTING END FOR, 
BATMAN AND BYHAM 


\ 
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7” HOW DO YOU 7 VLL GIVE YOU ONE LAST 
LIKE MY KIND ROBIN. AND CHANCE J SURRENDER- 
MAGIC ? BATMAN .~.. fo) RN 7 
LET ME OUT OF 


5 F VLL THINK IT OVER 
" WHILE VM_PINNING 


YOU ARE FOOLS 
TO THINK YOU CAN 
OPPOSE ME IN MY 
OWN CASTLE / 


WHAT DO You 
KNOW, ROGBIN— 
CAN TALK ./ 
¢ 


G 


NICE NAP IS FIRST, TAKE CAREFUL 


A NK 
WHAT YOu As THEN LET THE 
Uf BECAUSE YOu TOLD BULLET GO— A-AA-AW 
ME YOU COULD SHOOT LIKE THIS / AA i 


VLL GIVE HIMA 
FESCON IN HITTING 


FAIL, — ,\GOOD IN THE LAST 
BATMAN. {FEW MINUTES.’ 


AND NOW GEORGE BYHAM AND ROGER GASTON 
LEARN THE REAL SECRET OF SCORPIO'S OPERATIONS. 


, GENTLEMEN ~ A TWIST OF THE 
INSTEAD OF SCORPIO THE 


OBSERVE 
WRIST, 


1, NOW YOULL GET YOUR MONEY 


BYHAM, 
BACK. I HOPE YOULL BE A LOT WISER, 
FROM NOW ON, BECAUSE OF THIS 


LESSON! 


T 
THE REST OF 
MY_ LIFE MAK- 
ING UP FOR MY 
FOOLISHNESS, / MY CLIENTS’ 
BATMAN ! { MONEY TO THAT 
CROOK! 


WHATS —2 
HAPPENING = 


JUST ALITTLE 
ENCHANTMENT 
OF ROBIN’S! 


HES LUCKY HE 
DIDN'T GET THE CHAIR! 


WE— BECAUSE 
\F HE HAD, IT 
WOULD HAVE 
BEEN FOR. 
MURDERING 
us’ 


